
Summative Assessment – II 

 

CLASS X 

English – Communicative 

Maximum marks: 70                                                                                                                     Time-3 hours 

 

The question paper is divided into three sections. 

 Section A:          Reading                               20 marks 

 Section B:          Writing and Grammar      25 marks 

 Section C:          Literature                            25 marks  

 

Q SECTION- A  

Reading – 20 Marks 

 

1 Read the following passage carefully: 

1. Bubble wrap is a flexible transparent plastic material used for packing fragile items. It was invented by 

two engineers Al Fielding and Swiss inventor Marc Chavannes in Hawthorne, N.J. in 1957. However both 

of them were not trying to make a product to be used as packaging material. In fact they were trying to 

create textured wallpaper.  They started out by sealing two shower curtains together in such a way that it 

would capture air bubbles which would make the textured appearance for their wallpaper.  But this 

wallpaper idea didn’t sell too well. 

2. Not to be deterred, they then set about finding another use for their product.  The alternate use they 

came up with was to use it as greenhouse insulation.  While bubble wrap by itself does create somewhat of 

an insulating effect, this idea didn’t become popular either. 

3. It was three years after the initial creation of Bubble Wrap that Frederick W. Bowers, a marketer at 

Sealed Air, which makes Bubble Wrap, finally came up with the perfect use for their product.  On October 

the 5, 1959, IBM announced their new 1401 variable word length computer.  Bowers got the idea that 

Bubble Wrap could be used as a good packaging material to protect the computer while it was being 

shipped.  He then pitched the idea to IBM and demonstrated Bubble Wrap’s protective abilities.  His 

demonstration went over well and IBM began purchasing Bubble Wrap to protect their 1401 and other 

fragile products they sold and shipped. 

4. One of the downsides to Bubble Wrap has always been the space it takes up during shipping and 

storage, for customers who are just buying the Bubble Wrap.  In order to get around this problem, one of 

the dreams of the original inventors was that they’d someday be able to create a Bubble Wrap that 

customers could self inflate, as needed.   

5. While originally being used primarily for packaging for electronics equipment, today the vast majority 

of Bubble Wrap made is used for food packaging. Because bubble wrap makes a satisfying popping sound 

when compressed and ruptured, it is often used as a source of amusement.  

1.1Fill in the blanks:                                                                                                                           

(a) Bubble wrap was, at first, thought by the two engineers to be useful to____________. 

(b) The engineers were trying to create textured wallpaper by ______________________. 

(c) The alternate use of their product was____________________________________. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1x8 = 8 



(d) IBM announced their new 1401 variable word length computer on __________________. 

(e) IBM purchased Bubble Wrap to __________________. 

(f) What was the original use of original use of Bubble Wrap ___________________________. 

(g) The word which means the same as ‘exhibition’ is ________________________ ( para 3).  

(h) The word which means the same as ‘cracking’ is __________________________ ( para 5). 

2 Read the following passage carefully: 

 

1. Listening is the ability to accurately receive and interpret messages in the communication 

process.One of the greatest gifts any of us can ever receive is the gift of listening. It is also one of 

the greatest gifts we can ever give. Unfortunately, it appears to be a lost art. We live in a world 

where everyone is talking but few are listening. What often passes for listening is simply one 

person pausing to collect their thoughts for their next soliloquy.  

 

2. Hearing refers to the sounds that you hear, whereas listening requires more than that: it requires 

focus.  Listening means paying attention not only to the story, but how it is told, the use of 

language and voice, and how the other person uses his or her body.  In other words, it means being 

aware of both verbal and non-verbal messages.  Your ability to listen effectively depends on the 

degree to which you perceive and understand these messages. 

 

3. Listening is a difficult task. Like every skill, the more you do it, the better you get. Listening can 

be developed through practice, or lost if not used regularly. Good listeners focus on what they are 

hearing. They pause to think about what they’ve heard before responding. They ask questions 

because they want to know the answers, not just to keep the conversation going 

 

4.  So often, we are distracted with other things. We try to listen while continuing to work on the 

computer or watch television. To be fully present means we eliminate these distractions and focus 

exclusively on the other person. It takes great effort to be fully in the moment, leaning forward, 

with your ears—and heart—open. Words are only part of the communication. Sometimes we need 

to experience the other person’s feelings to really understand. We need to listen with our heart as 

well as our mind. We must repeat back what the other person has said. When we do this—and do 

it accurately—we communicate that we understand. It also gives us an opportunity to re-calibrate 

our understanding if we have misunderstood something. 

Plenty of people are good talkers. Few are good listeners. If you develop the latter skill, you will 

find yourself invited into amazing conversations that wouldn’t otherwise happen. 

2.1 Answer the following questions briefly:                                             

(a) What is listening? Why does it appear to be a lost art?  

(b) What is the difference between hearing and listening? 

(c)  State any two qualities of a good listener.  

(d) How can we ensure good listening? 

 

2.2 Do as directed:                                                                                    

      (a) The antonym of ‘interpret’ is: 

            (i) refer 

           (ii) defer  

          (iii) prefer 

          (iv) infer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2X 4=8  

 

 

1x4=4  



     (b) The word ‘soliloquy’ means: 
            (i) monologue 

           (ii) satisfaction 

          (iii) dialogue 

          (iv) dissatisfaction 

 

     (c) The word ‘eliminate’ means: 
           (i) eradicate 

           (ii) predicate 

          (iii) dedicate 

          (iv) terminate 

 

     (d) The word ‘calibrate’ means: 
           (i) pretend 

           (ii) amend 

          (iii) suspend 

          (iv) mend  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 SECTION B 

Writing and Grammar – 25 Marks 

 

3 Drinking water is becoming a rare commodity. Industrial development is filling our rivers, seas and 

oceans with toxic pollutants which are a major threat to human health. You are deeply saddened to 

see water pollution as an appalling problem, which is powerful enough to lead the world on a path of 

destruction. Write a letter to the Editor of Express News to make the public aware about the causes 

of water pollution and also suggest the measures to prevent water pollution. (About 100 -120 words)                                                                                                      

You may use the clues given below: 

 Causes of Water Pollution 

 industrial waste 

 sewage and waste water  

 mining activities 

 accidental oil leakage 

 burning of fossil fuels 

 urban development 

 Suggestive measures 

 prevent river water to get polluted 

 treatment of wastes before discharge 

 treatment of drainage water 

 routine cleaning 

 self hygiene 

 public Awareness 

 

                                                           OR    

Nowhere in the world is found such a beauty, different and diversified climate, flora, fauna, 

religions, languages, dialects, dressing patterns, life style and rituals, like India. The Indian tourism 

and hospitality industry has emerged as one of the key drivers of growth among the services sector 

in India. Using the ideas from the unit ‘Travel and Tourism’ and your own ideas, write an article in 

about 100-120 words for your school magazine offering suggestions for promoting tourist industry. 

Give a suitable title.                                

                                                                                                                                                             

You may use the clues given below: 

  indirectly generates more employment and helps to raise our economy as foreign money 

will flow in 

 development of infrastructure to meet the present and future needs of tourists 

 starting overseas offices at different countries to promote India as a tourism destination 

 try to provide best of the services in Air India and in Indian Rail 

5  



 start different packages for various destinations to attract more tourists 

4 Write a story in about 150-200 words beginning with the following : 

You are sitting with your friends on a log near a stream. One of your friends looks up at the sky and 

says…… 

10  

5 Read the following passage. Fill in the blanks by choosing the most appropriate options from the 

ones given below. Write the answer in your answer sheet against the correct blanks. Do not copy the 

whole passage.                                                                                                                                          

 

  Thinking negatively will get negative results because your thoughts create a negative atmosphere which 

is hospitable (a) ____________ negative results. On the contrary, (b) _____________ thinking positively 

you can create a positive atmosphere which makes positive results a certainty. To cultivate positive 

thinking, you should speak hopefully (c)__________ everything.  

 

(a) (i) of              (ii) on          (iii) to            (iv) in 

(b) (i) at              (ii) by          (iii) on           (iv) of 

(c) (i) among      (ii) over        (iii) across    (iv) about    

1x3=3  

6 In the passage given below, one word has been omitted in each line. Write the missing word along 

with the word that comes before and the word that comes after it in your answer sheet.  Ensure that 

the word that forms your answer is underlined. The first one has been done as an example for you:                                                                                         

                                                                                                                                                     

                                                                 word before        missing word              word after  

Patriotism is noble virtue.                      e.g.,       is                          a                          noble 

Patriotism means love one’s country.        (a)     __________   ___________            _________ 

 A person loves his/her country more         (b)     __________    ___________           _________ 

 than anything else called a patriot.             (c)     __________      __________             _________ 

Patriotism inspires a man do everything     (d)     __________     ___________        _________ 

 just and fair for the well being betterment (e)     __________      ___________        _________ 

of the country. It is the quality impels a      (f)     __________      ___________        _________ 

man to sacrifice own interest, comfort,       (g)     __________     ___________        _________ 

 pleasure and even his life for the sake  his 

own country.                                                 (h)     __________     ___________       _________ 

½x8=4  

7 Rearrange the following words / phrases to form meaningful sentences:          

1. 12,000 species / all over / there are / of ants / the world / more than 

2. or  groups / who live in / social insects / they are/ small colonies  

3. of millions / ant colonies / of ants / can consist 

1x 3=3  

 SECTION C 

Literature – 25 Marks 
 

8 Read the extract and answer the following questions briefly: 

          And I had done a hellish thing,  

          And it would work’em woe; 

          For all averred, I had killed the bird 

          That made the breeze to blow. 

(a) What ‘hellish thing’ had ‘I’ done? 

(b) What made the other mariners contradict themselves? 

(c) Explain the meaning of ‘averred’. 

        

                                               OR 

O judgement! Thou art fled to brutish beasts, 

And men have lost their reason. Bear with me: 

My heart is in the coffin there with Caesar,  

And I must pause till it come back to me. 

(a)  Explain: ‘My heart is in the coffin there with Caesar’. 

1x3=3  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Love
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Country_music
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Patriot_%28Spanish_American_Independence%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sacrifice


(b) What is the speaker trying to do? 

(c) Find a word in the above lines which means the same as ‘violent’. 

9 Answer any four of the following questions in 30-40 words each:  

(a) How can you say that Michael and his father had a passion for computer games? 

(b)  Why had Lavinia brought the Ouija Board for John? 

(c) What did the sculptor want to portray through the statue of Ozymandias? 

(d) How did the poet feel after throwing a log at the snake? 

(e) What did Patol Babu remember when he got the proposal to act in film? 

2x4=8  

10 As an artist, one’s endeavour should be to make the ‘most of one’s opportunity, and squeeze the last drop 

of meaning out of one’s lines. A play is the combined effort of many that makes it successful. Keeping in 

mind the advice given to Patol Babu by his mentor, Gogan Prakashi, express your views on the 

‘Significance of Labour’ in about 80 -100 words. 

                                                                          OR 

 

Read the following extract: 

“ CALPURNIA Caesar, I never stood on ceremonies, Yet now they fright me. There is one within. 

Besides the things that we have heard and seen, Recounts most horrid sights seen by the watch. A lioness 

hath whelped in the streets; And graves have yawn’d, and yielded up their dead;” 

 After reading Calpurnia’s speech, you realize that many superstitions are groundless. Write an article on 

the topic ‘Superstitions and blind beliefs’ in about 80-100 words                                                                               

4  

11 Answer the following question in about 150-200 words:                                                

          

         How did Helen pass her time when she was not reading? 

 

                                                                        OR 

 

         Give a brief character sketch of Helen’s father. 

          

 

                                                                        OR 

         

          How was the diary helpful to Ann? 

          

                                                                       OR 

 

          Discuss briefly the character sketch of Peter Van Daan. 

10  

 

                                            

                

 


